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Clerk - Feering Parish Council

From: Feering Parish Council <clerk@feeringparishcouncil.gov.uk>
Sent: 31 March 2021 20:22
To: Clerk - Feering Parish Council
Subject: News from Feering Parish Council - April 2021

  

 

Feering Parish Council Update 

April 2021 
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Spring has sprung, and it's great to see the sun shining over Feering, even if it is just for 

a few days. 

 

We are delighted that some COVID-19 restrictions are beginning to lift in time for the 

arrival of the good weather. You can now meet with up to six people or two households 

outside, in public spaces and private gardens. In a few weeks, we will see the reopening 

of non-essential retail, and pubs and restaurants will be able to serve customers in 

outside spaces. 

 

We're pleased to say that over 52,000 people aged 50+ in  the Braintree District have 

now had their first dose of the COVID vaccine. That's about 80% of people aged 50+. 

Well done to the team at Pump House in Earls Colne and the vaccine centres across the 

region for such a great roll-out. We would also like to say thank you to the many 

volunteer drivers from Feering who have taken over 70 local residents to their 

appointments. 

 

Organised outdoor sporting activities have started to resume which means you will see 

more groups using our playing field. The current Government guidance is that only 
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organised activities can resume. Please refrain from meeting in groups of more than six 

people on the playing field unless you have permission from the Parish Council to run an 

organised sporting activity. 

 

While for many, the lifting of restrictions will be very welcome, we understand that there 

will still be others who remain shielding or nervous to venture out to public spaces like 

shops. Our fantastic army of volunteers are still on standby and able to assist with 

shopping and pharmacy trips for anyone isolating or shielding. Please contact Lisa 

Collins, Clerk to the Parish Council, on 01376 572882 or email 

clerk@feeringparishcouncil.gov.uk  for more information on the help available. 

 

 

 

Local Elections -Thursday 6 May 2021 

 

Local elections will be taking place on Thursday 6 May 2021 for the Police, Fire and Crime 

Commissioner for Essex Police Area and Election of a County Councillor for the Braintree 

Eastern Division.  

 

 

 

These elections will give residents an opportunity to have a say on who represents them on 

issues that affect day-to-day life in Essex.  

Ahead of the elections, Braintree District Council is asking residents, should they want to vote 

by post, to register for their postal vote as soon as possible.  

There are a number of ways residents can have their say in the election in May:  

1. Vote at a polling station (voters are asked to bring their own pen or pencil); 
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2. Vote by post; 

3. Appoint someone to vote on their behalf (proxy vote).     

Andy Wright, Electoral Registration Officer for Braintree District Council, said: "Polling stations 

will be safe places to vote in May and voters can expect to see many of the measures we've all 

become used to over recent months such as hand sanitiser, floor markings and face coverings. 

 

However, there are other ways residents can vote including by post. If residents wish to vote by 

post they should request this as soon as possible. Registering for a postal vote is quick and 

easy and can be done online. No matter how you choose to cast your vote in May, we are 

working hard so you can do so safely."   

 

Any residents who have any questions can contact the local elections team at Braintree District 

Council on 01376 552525 or visit the council website to find out more about postal or proxy 

voting: www.braintree.gov.uk/votingoptions   

 

Anyone who would like to find out more about postal votes can visit here: 

www.braintree.gov.uk/postalvotes   

The deadline for Braintree District Council receiving postal vote applications is 5pm 

Tuesday 20 April 2021.    

The deadline for Braintree District Council receiving proxy applications to vote is 5pm 

Thursday 27 April 2021.  

 

 

 

Kelvedon & Feering Rugby Club  

 

It' was agreed at our last council meeting 

that Kelvedon and Feering Rugby Club will 

use the Rye Mill Lane Playing Field as its 

home ground for matches for this season, 

with a review to take place in January 2022 

to consider whether to continue using the 

field for the following season.  

 

Club training begins on April 3rd. For more 

information visit https://kfrufc.co.uk/  
 

 



5

 

Feering Parish Council Meeting Dates 

 

Feering Parish Council meet on the third Tuesday of every month, with the exception of 

December, when the meeting is held on the second Tuesday of the month.  All meetings are 

held at Feering Community Centre at 7.30 pm.  However, due to the current pandemic 

situation, the Parish Council is meeting online via Zoom (https://zoom.us).  All meeting joining 

instructions can be found on the agenda which is published at least 3 clear days before the 

meeting.   

 

If you need assistance with the joining information, please contact Lisa the Clerk 

(email:  clerk@feeringparishcouncil.gov.uk or tel:  01376 572882 or 07401 208582).    

 

 

 

Parish Councillor Vacancies 

 

Have you been spending more time within the village during the lockdown period and thought 

about making a difference to the community you live in?  Would you like to be involved in 

making decisions about the local community and local issues and make a significant 

contribution to the area in which you live or work?  Would you like to provide a voice for the 

residents of Feering? 

Feering Parish Council currently has two vacancies to join the Parish Council. If you want to 

make a positive difference to your community then please apply. 

 

You must be aged 18 and over, eligible to vote and have lived or work in Feering within three 

miles of it for 12 months or more.  You must also be able to commit time to monthly meetings, 

mainly held on the third Tuesday of the month, and other committee meetings held during the 

week. 

 

If you would like to be considered, please contact our clerk, Lisa Collins, at 

clerk@feeringparishcouncil.gov.uk or call 01376 572882. 

 

Our current team of Councillors are: Paul Lees (Chairman), Lee Blackburn, Robert Carpenter, 

Christa Dobson, Simon Reed, Katherine Evans, and Rebecca Miedzwiedz. They can all be 

contacted via the Parish Office on 01376 572882.  For information on any meeting please go to 

the Parish Council website at www.feeringparishcouncil.gov.uk to see the agendas and 

minutes.    
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Full Council virtual meeting held on 16 February at 7.30 pm 

The Full Council meeting was held on Tuesday 16 February 2021 virtually via Zoom.  Copies of 

the full minutes can be found on the Parish Council Website once they have been agreed at the 

following Full Council Meeting.  

During the meeting, the following items were discussed:   

 District Councillor updates – update was given by District Councillor Paul Thorogood to 

include Braintree District Council’s decision not to increase council tax for 2021-2022; 

A12 diversions through Feering caused by an erroneous clash of A12 and A120 works 

happening at the same time causing issues for residents; and update on the Local Plan.  

 County Councillor update – update was given by County Councillor Robert Mitchell to 

include Climate crisis and the flood alleviation scheme in Coggeshall; Essex County 

Council’s decision regarding council tax which is no increase to council tax but a 1.5% 

rise for adult social care; Quiet lanes proposed from Earls Colne to the airfield; and Solar 

Together Essex initiative.  

 Kings Dene Pressure Group – Cllr Thorogood explained the background of this group 

which is to be ready to oppose further large applications that come forward within Feering 

and Kelvedon.  The Parish Council agreed that they should have an observer in the 

group to be kept informed of the large applications.  

 Dog Waste Bin request – A request was received from the Public Rights of Way and 

Cycleways Committee to site a dog waste bin on Old Road at the end of Footpath 

10.  The Parish Council agreed that a bin should be purchased, and the Clerk is to speak 

to Braintree District Council to find out about installation and collection of the waste.  

 Tree Works – The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the planning application had 

been submitted in relation to the work to be carried out at Bridge Meadow.  Further work 

has been delayed because of the wet weather and snow.  

 EALC Climate Crisis Conference – Cllr Lees gave an update on the conference he 

attended on 28 January 2021.  It was discussed that there are no bike stands at the 

Community Centre and that this should be looked into. 

 

 

Full Council virtual meeting held on 16 March at 7.30 pm 

The Full Council meeting was held on Tuesday 16 March 2021 virtually via Zoom.  Copies of the 

full minutes can be found on the Parish Council Website once they have been agreed at the 

following Full Council Meeting.  

During the meeting, the following items were discussed:   
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 District Councillor updates – update was given by District Councillor Paul Thorogood to 

include Braintree District Council’s climate change strategy consultation together with 

the draft cycle strategy; litter on the A12 and the Local Plan Watchdog meeting which 

will focus on the Parker Strategic Land and the formation of Kelvedon Against Urban 

Sprawl (Kaus) formation.  

 County Councillor update – update was given by County Councillor Robert Mitchell to 

include additional funding to the Local Highways Panel, the Earls Colne to Kelvedon plus 

network; Essex Climate Action; Environment Agency Flood Scheme; the winter 

programme being undertaken by Essex County Council; parking review of Kelvedon High 

Street; Emergency Active Travel Fund; Rivenhall Incinerator and Solar Together.  

 Kelvedon & Feering Rugby Club – A discussion was held with members of the Kelvedon 

and Feering Rugby Club around their proposal to use the Rye Mill Lane Playing Field as 

their home ground for matches.  It was agreed that the club should be allowed to use the 

field for this season with a review to take place in January 2022 to consider whether to 

continue using the field for the following season.  

 Emergency Powers Policy – Following the introduction of the Local Authorities and Police 

and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) Flexibility of Local Authority and Policy and Crime Panel 

Meetings (England and Wales) Regulations 2020, the legislation allowed for the use of 

virtual meetings until 7 May 2021.  As the legislation is due to end on 7 May this means 

that the Council can only hold face-to-face meetings after this date, it was therefore 

agreed that an Emergency Powers Policy would be adopted to allow the Council to 

continue to operate after 7 May.     

 Meeting Dates – It was agreed that the Annual Parish Assembly meeting should be 

cancelled, and the Annual Council Meeting date should be changed to 5 May 2021 to 

enable the meeting to be held virtually.  It was also agreed that the May meeting be 

cancelled with a decision on the June meeting to be taken at the April Parish Council 

meeting due to the change in legislation no longer permitting virtual meetings after 7 

May.  

 Community Centre Energy Efficiency – It was agreed that the Parish Council would apply 

for a grant to upgrade the loft insulation and for cavity wall insulation to improve the 

Community Centre energy efficiency.  It was also agreed that the window and doors 

would be investigated at a later date to see if there were grants available to assist with 

the replacement of these. 
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Manned Refuse Lorry Dates for Feering 

2020/2021 

We are in the process of discussing the 

collection dates for the Manned Refuse 

Collection for the 2021-22 financial year with 

Braintree District Council.  Due to the 

current pandemic and BDC changing the 

operating system for the service, it has been 

agreed that the Parish Council will not be 

running this service until after the lifting of 

the lockdown restrictions.  We are hopeful 

that we will be able to implement the service 

from June 2021, but this will need to be 

revisited at the next Parish Council meeting.  
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Visit our Website  
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